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PASADENA CONFERENCE 



MAY J8-24, J 9 J I 



PRELIMINARY SESSION 

(Thursday, May 18, 1911, 8:15 p. m., 
Hotel Maryland) 

The preliminary session of the Thirty- 
third annual conference of the American 
library association was called to order by 
Mr. E. L. Conger, of Pasadena, who spoke 
a few words of welcome and introduced 
the Rev. Dr. D. F. Fox, of Pasadena, who, in 
the absence of the mayor, welcomed the 
conference to the city in a brief, witty and 
pleasing address. 

Dr. Fox said he was sure that all the 
members were going to like Pasadena and 
feel that the Crown City was the real 
crowing glory in the realm of God's won- 
derful out-of-doors; that all were sure to 
be favorably impressed with the spirit of 
progress there displayed, and would be well 
repaid by a visit to some of the education- 
al institutions in the neighborhood as well 
as to the famous scenic attractions which 
he hoped all the delegates would see be- 
fore they departed; and that when they 
returned to their homes they would carry 
with them the best memories of delightful 
days spent in their beautiful valley. 

Following Dr. Fox, Mr. J. W. Wood wel- 
comed the members of the Association in 
behalf of the board of trustees of the Pasa- 
dena public library. He referred with pride 
to the fact that the people of the city had 
built their own library building, had bought 
its books and ably supported it, and that 
the character of the books read showed 
Pasadena to be an exceptional center of 
study and culture. The speaker said that 
the one note of sadness was the illness 
of the librarian, Miss N. M. Russ, who had 
planned and worked for two years for this 
Conference and now most unfortunately 
was sick and could only send her message 
of greeting with the hope that the visit 
would be pleasant and enjoyable to all. 



Mr. L. W. Ripley, president of the Cal- 
ifornia library association, was next intro- 
duced and In a few cordial words expressed 
the welcome of the state association. Mr. 
Ripley said that the influence left by the 
Association's visit of twenty years ago had 
not yet died away and that Californians 
anticipated from this visit even more bene- 
fit and uplift to their state. 

Dr. FOX: There is unusual joy and 
pleasure in connection with the appearance 
of the next speaker. The response to the 
greeting, in behalf of the president of the 
American library association, in the ab- 
sence of your president, is to be made by 
Mr. Samuel Swett Green, of Worcester, 
Massachusetts, who, when your Associa- 
tion met in San Francisco twenty years 
ago, was the president of the American 
library association. I have the distinguished 
honor, ladles and gentlemen, of presenting 
to you Mr. Green. 

Mr. GREEN: Angels' visits, Mr. Presi- 
dent, are generally far between. It is with 
the heartiest gratitude that the members 
of the American library association thank 
you for the offers of hospitality which you 
have made. 

It is with extreme regret that we have 
met in the absence of our president, but 
perhaps it was wise for him to select, in 
naming him who should respond, one who 
had already realized how fully you carried 
out your promises and how much better 
a time we had when here before than we 
had any anticipation of. Twenty years ago 
representatives of your state met us at 
the borders of the state. We received a 
dispatch as we were crossing Nevada, tell- 
ing us that representatives of libraries and 
of those interested in libraries, would meet 
us at Truckee, on the way to Sacramento. 
Those representatives reached Truckee be- 
fore we did and were there to receive us. 
They brought us fresh salmon they had 
caught the day before in the Sacramento 
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River. They brought a hamper of quail and 
a great abundance of the luscious grapes 
which are in such profusion in this state 
in the autumn and quantities of the rare 
and beautiful chrysanthemums which this 
state has the greatest reason to be proud 
of. 

Our cook took the provisions that were 
brought and served breakfast in the dining 
car to the members of the Association and 
the representatives from Sacramento. We 
were then taken down to that beautiful 
city and carried to the capitol, where we 
were received by one of the officials of the 
state, and there we found representatives 
from San Francisco, where the conference 
was to be held, waiting to escort us from 
Sacramento to San Francisco. 

After receiving profuse hospitality in the 
greatest city of the state, we started on a 
journey south. I well remember that sun- 
shiny morning that we came to Pasadena, 
and that before we had finished our 
breakfast your representatives were at our 
sides with a profusion of the fruits and 
flowers of the season, and with carriages 
in which you took us on a most interesting 
drive and then brought us to your beautiful 
public library building, where we met the 
assembled representatives of the refine- 
ment of the city, who gave us another cor- 
dial welcome. 

We find, of course, immense changes in 
California. We have just come here, but 
we know that we are to expect great 
changes. Twenty years ago, Pasadena had 
only a few inhabitants. To-day you have, 
as has been stated to-night, 30,000 people. 
Los Angeles had 50,000 inhabitants at that 
time, but now there are over 300,000. San 
Francisco has passed through a terrible 
calamity and is rising in triumph from 
its troubles. I remember that at certain 
places where the trains stopped twenty 
years ago, the citizens were there in their 
own carriages, driving their own horses, 
and came to the station and took us about 
the town and when spontaneously we ad- 
mired the beauty of everything we saw, 
they said to us, "You would hardly suppose 
that only three years ago there was nothing 



here but sage brush." No such story, I 
believe, could be told of the state to-day. 

My interest in California is a deep and 
binding one. I first became acquainted 
with this locality when I landed here after 
serving two years before the mast, when, 
in 1849, I became quite excited over the 
sudden discovery of gold, and I have 
watched the progress and growth of the 
state with great interest ever since. I 
am afraid we shall find many changes, 
immense changes, but whatever those 
changes may be, they cannot alter the 
beautiful surroundings of Pasadena. They 
cannot change its delightful climate, and 
we are finding here, and are sure we shall 
find while we stay here, that there is no 
change in the hospitality and hearts of its 
people. 

Dr. FOX: Secretary Utley has a letter 
which he will read you at this time. 

The SECRETARY: You will notice on 
your programs that the Rev. Dr. Robert J. 
Burdette was to have been with us to-night. 
I wish to read you a note from Dr. Bur- 
dette, who is in the East, to Mr. Wyer, the 
president. 

Boston, May 6, 1911. 
My dear Mr. Wyer: 

I am sorry as a boy who has played 
hookey and is facing the consequences. 
But I will not be at home to welcome the 
A. L. A. to our city. I had planned to re- 
turn home May 10th, but the Fates, re- 
morseless old girls, have crossed my wires 
and opened my switches and marooned me 
in Boston, this state. I am studying the 
language. I have already learned to drop 
both "R's" in Harvard and to add a final 
one to "Africar." Cordially yours, 

ROBERT J. BURDETTE. 

An informal reception was held in the 
lobby of the hotel, at the close of the even- 
ing's program. 

FIRST GENERAL SESSION 

(Shakespeare Club House, Friday, May 
19, 2:30 p. m.) 

In the absence of President Wyer, Mr. 
Henry E. Legler, as temporary chairman 
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of the Executive board, called the session 
to order. 

Mr. LEGLER: In the absence of the 
president, Mr. Wyer, the duty devolves up- 
on me, as representative of the Executive 
board to call to order this, the Thirty- 
third Annual Session of the American li- 
brary association. 

We all regret Mr. Wyer's inability to be 
present with us to-day and we deplore the 
compelling cause that has made his ab- 
sence inevitable. In this emergency the 
Executive board members feel themselves 
particularly fortunate in having been able 
to persuade some of the ex-presidents of 
the Association to preside at the several 
meetings which comprise the program for 
this conference. Into their capable and 
experienced hands, therefore, the sessions 
of this Association will be placed, and I 
take great pleasure in yielding the gavel 
of the presiding officer to Mr. P. P. Hill, 
ex-president of the American library asso- 
ciation. (Mr. Hill takes the chair.) 

The CHAIRMAN: At this, the Thirty- 
third Annual Meeting of the American li- 
brary association, we meet with two un- 
usual handicaps; first, the illness of Miss 
Nellie M. Russ, the librarian of the Pasa- 
dena public library, and second, the ab- 
sence of our president, Mr. James I. 
Wyer, Jr. 

We are gathered here in this beautiful 
auditorium at the invitation of the Shake- 
speare club, and I have pleasure in in- 
troducing to you Miss Anna L.. Meeker, 
the president, who will extend to us a 
hearty greeting on behalf of the club. 

Miss MEEKER: Members of the Amer- 
ican library association: On behalf of the 
Shakespeare Club, I am most happy to 
welcome you to our club house. We appre- 
ciate the honor of entertaining so large a 
body of distinguished people. It is safe to 
say that never before has there so large 
an amount of book lore been packed with- 
in these walls. It seems particularly fitting 
that the American library association 
should meet in the home of a woman's club, 
for the libraries and the women's clubs are 
mutually dependent. The women of our 



clubs are steady patrons of our libraries, 
many of which have been founded by wo- 
men's clubs. In our own state of California, 
before the state library covered the ground 
as completely as it does now, much of the 
energy of our women's clubs was spent 
in sending traveling libraries to communi- 
ties where there were no libraries at all, 
and so a great deal of library work was 
done by women's clubs. 

On the other hand, the woman's club 
would languish and die, perhaps, without 
the library. The library is the source from 
which we gather our mental food. It is our 
powder magazine from which we get our 
ammunition. It is our tool house from which 
we get our tools. The library is our school 
from which we get our training. It is the 
place in which we crystallize our ideas and 
it is our hospitable home where we are 
always sure of finding friends to talk to 
us. The library is essential to our well 
being and our well doing. Therefore, to 
you, representing all of the libraries of this 
great nation, our club is most happy to 
extend a cordial greeting and we are glad 
that you are here and we are happy to 
have the honor of offering you the use of 
our club house while you remain with us. 
We hope you will use it as freely as if it 
were your own homes. On behalf of the 
Club, I give you a most hearty welcome. 

The CHAIRMAN: In speaking of the 
officers, or the ex-presidents who are to 
preside, it may be well, perhaps, to let 
you know how they will appear. To-day, 
the librarian of the Brooklyn public li- 
brary; at to-morrow's session, Mr. C. W. 
Andrews of The John Crerar library will 
preside; at the next session, Mr. Henry J. 
Carr, librarian of the public library of 
Scranton; at the fourth session, Mr. A. E. 
Bostwick, of the public library of St. Louis ; 
and at the fifth and last meeting, Miss Alice 
S. Tyler, of the Iowa library commission, 
who is not an ex-president simply because 
she would not stand for it, but who is an 
ex-vice-president. 

A resolution of regret at the illness of 
Miss Nellie M. Russ, librarian of the Pasa- 
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dena public library, and of hope for her 
speedy recovery, was moved by Miss Alice 
S. Tyler, warmly and appreciatively sec- 
onded by Miss M. E. Ahern and passed 
unanimously by a rising vote. 

The CHAIRMAN: The program which 
is before you has been planned altogether 
by the absent president, Mr. J. I. Wyer, 
Jr., of the New York state library. He even 
planned that the ex-presidents should pre- 
side, so that everything up to and including 
this moment was outlined by the foresight 
of our president We all regret his absence 
and I am glad to know that the Executive 
board has prepared a resolution in relation 
thereto, which I will call upon Mr. Henry 
M. Utley, ex-president of the American li- 
brary association and librarian of the De- 
troit public library to present. 

Mr. UTLEY: I am sure we all share 
the disappointment and regret of Mr. Wyer, 
our president, that he is not able to be 
present on this occasion. That he is de- 
tained away is due to circumstances with 
which you are doubtless more or less fa- 
miliar. The burning of the capitol building 
at Albany, or the wing of the capitol in 
which the state library was situated, re- 
sulted in the almost entire wiping out of 
that library, and the Legislature which is 
in session at this time, as I understand it, 
is considering a measure for the rebuilding 
and rejuvenation of the library itself. Un- 
der these conditions, it seems necessary 
that Mr. Wyer should be at his post of 
duty. Therefore, he has given up the pleas- 
ure and satisfaction which he must have 
expected to obtain by being present at 
this conference. But the Association is 
under obligation to him for the wisdom and 
thought and time which he has given in 
the preparation of our excellent program. 
I am sure we shall all appreciate its ex- 
cellence as we proceed with its consider- 
ation from day to day. 

Recognizing these conditions, and the 
circumstances which detained Mr. Wyer, 
the Executive board has adopted a minute 
in reference thereto, which I have been 
asked to present. 

"The members of the American library 
association assembled in Pasadena for 



their annual conference, desire one and all, 
to express their regret that Mr. Wyer, their 
president, is detained at Albany by the du- 
ties and responsibilities of his office, and 
can not be with them and preside over 
their meetings. Regretting his absence for 
their own sake, they also realize the dis- 
appointment it must be to him to lose an 
opportunity which ordinarily comes to a 
man but once in a lifetime, and accom- 
panies the highest honor which the Asso- 
ciation can bestow. 

They unite in sending him a message of 
encouragement and confidence as he takes 
up the difficult task of reconstruction made 
necessary by the calamity which lately 
swept away the great library of the State 
of New York, and left the nation poorer by 
the destruction of the precious collections 
of books and manuscripts, and by the in- 
terruption of beneficent and widely effec- 
tive educational activities." 

Mr. Chairman, I move you, sir, that this 
minute be spread upon the records of the 
Association and that a copy of the same 
be forwarded to Mr. Wyer. 

The CHAIRMAN: You have heard the 
motion of Mr. Utley, is it seconded? 

Mr. RIPLEY: On behalf of the Cali- 
fornia library association, I take great plea- 
sure in seconding the resolution as read. 
The California library association, not to 
speak of the members of the American 
library association, have been greatly ani- 
mated through the last year by the asso- 
ciation with this extremely choice spirit 
of our profession, and we deeply deplore 
the unforeseen circumstances that prevent 
our coming in personal contact with this 
very livest of live wires. 

The CHAIRMAN: Mr. R. R. Bowker, 
who, by the way, is not an ex-president, was 
also to second this resolution, but he is 
not in the hall at present. We have, with 
us, however, one who is not only a friend 
of the Association but a personal friend 
of Mr. Wyer. Will Mr. Burpee also second 
the motion? 

Mr. BURPEE: I am sure that Mr. Utley 
and Mr. Ripley have expressed what we all 
feel in this matter. It must be a bitter 
disappointment to Mr. Wyer to be absent 
from this meeting, and it is equally dis- 
appointing to us. We miss Mr. Wyer not 
only as a friend, but also as one of the 
principal factors making for library prog- 
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ress in this country and throughout this 
continent. The destruction of the state li- 
brary at Albany, it seems to me, is much 
more than a local loss, or a national loss. 
It is, in every sense, an international ca- 
lamity. As president of a Canadian library 
association, and as a member of the Amer- 
ican library association, it gives me very 
special pleasure to second this resolution. 

The CHAIRMAN: Anything further to 
be said? If not, as many as are in favor 
of the resolution as presented by Mr. 
Utley, and seconded by Mr. Ripley and 
Mr. Burpee, will manifest it in the usual 
manner of to-day, by rising. 

(The entire assemblage rose to their feet 
and the motion was passed unanimously.) 

The CHAIRMAN: We trust that the 
Secretary will transmit this by lettergram 
to Mr. Wyer to-night. I am going to read 
a letter from him which he prepared in 
anticipation of not being able to be here 
and not as an answer to the resolution 
which has just been adopted. 

Albany, N. Y., May 13, 1911. 
Greetings to the A. L. A. 

There is a possibility that I may not be 
able to reach Pasadena. Aside from the 
strenuous conditions immediately resulting 
from the destruction of the State Library, 
important pending legislation is likely to 
reach a stage at any day that will make it 
impossible to be so far away or so long ab- 
sent from Albany. 

No one who has been chosen president 
of the American Library Association will- 
ingly foregoes the honor and pleasant priv- 
ilege of presiding over your annual con- 
ference. Nothing short of a great calamity 
such as that melancholy one, the stress of 
which threatens to detain me, would be 
counted a sufficient excuse for absence. 
Should it be imperative for me to remain 
at home, I can only hope that my plea of 
superior official duty will seem as adequate 
and convincing to you as it does to your 
president. 

For six weeks he has confidently planned 
to be with you, and has steadily hugged the 
precarious hope that he might cross the 
continent to this meeting, in the face of the 
knowledge that at the last moment, or at 
almost any moment, events might so shape 
themselves as to make it wholly out of 
the question. 

If finally he does not come, it will be 
only because it is quite clear that he has no 
right to be anywhere else than in Albany 
at this time — that there is too much now at 



stake, and that no reasonable conception 
of duty will warrant any other course. In 
this event the opportunity will be presented 
to utilize the corps of ex-presidents, those 
ornamental by-products of our organiza- 
tion. To their kind and experienced offices 
the conduct of the general sessions of the 
Association may confidently be entrusted, 
with the unique and attractive element of 
variety which has certainly much to com- 
mend it when contrasted with the monotony 
accruing to a series of meetings all con- 
ducted by the same person. 

Should it be necessary to read these sen- 
tences, they are offered with the keenest 
expressions of regret, a regret which you 
can not feel in equal measure, but with 
every confidence that beautiful and hospit- 
able Southern California, the five hundred 
enthusiastic librarians of the Golden State 
and the representative attendance now as- 
sured from all parts of the country will all 
conspire to bring about a thoroughly mem- 
orable meeting. 

J. I. WYER, JR. 

The CHAIRMAN: President Wyer's 
address will now be read by Mr. W. C. 
LANE, ex-president of the American library 
association and librarian of Harvard uni- 
versity, whom I have the pleasure of pre- 
senting to you. 

Mr. LANE: You understand, of course, 
the address I am about to read is Mr. 
Wyer's address, and not mine. I am simply 
a voice, and nothing more. The subject of 
the address is 

WHAT THE COMMUNITY OWES THE 
LIBRARY 

For fifty years the free public library 
has been "finding itself"; ha3 been trying 
to discover its precise point of attachment 
in a complex social order; has been deter- 
mining and evolving its proper functions 
and seeking to fix the scope of its activities. 
During this experimental period there have 
been some excesses to curb, some fungous 
growths to lop off, and some mistaken 
policies to revise. These have been, how- 
ever, but the natural marks of quick 
growth. They have revealed no funda- 
mental malady or fault. All in all the 
notion of what a public library Bhall be 
and do has become steadily clearer and 
more definite. Through work preeminently 
characterized by earnestness and devotion 



